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IT’S THE heart of the back-to-
school shopping season, when
the National Retail Federa-
tion says an average family will
spend more than $669 outfit-
ting kids with apparel, shoes,
school supplies and electronics
— up 5% from last year.

The good news is you can cut
the cost.

“Yes, a new pair of shoes
alone can be $50, $75
or even $100,
but you can
do it for less,”
Kim Danger,
fou nder o f
Mommysav-
ers.com, told
t h e D a i l y
News.

Splurge on
a f irst-day-
o f - s c h o o l
look, picking
up price-re-
duced sum-
mer items, but hold off on buy-
ing other outfits until the kids
decide what their “must-haves”
are and fall clothes go on sale in
October, Danger advised.

Concentrate instead on buy-
ing school supplies such as
notebooks, folders, glue, cray-
ons and pencils in August,
when you’ll find the best sav-
ings, she says.

Here are more ways to save
on back-to-school items:

lMake a shopping list.
Write down a list of every-

thing your children need for
school, based on order of im-
portance, and stick to it. Involv-
ing the kids in budget planning
is also a good idea — you can
teach them a life lesson on how
to stretch dollars.

lOrganize a clothing swap.
Get together with friends

and bring all the items your
kids have outgrown or other-

wise won’t be using to
swap — for free.

“ In the long
run, that will
save you a
lot of mon-
ey,” Danger
says.

lUse your
smart-
phone.

“ Ta r ge t
has a great
app, Car t-
wheel, where

you don’t have to print
coupons,” Danger says.
Other moneysaving apps
for school supplies include
Favado, which shows the
stores that have the best
deals for the items you’re
looking for.

Your smartphone can
also be useful for scan-
ning in-store barcodes and
checking product reviews
with apps like Consumr.

It’s time to stock up on sup-
plies such as pencils and
notebooks, but fall clothes
shopping can wait until
prices come down.

Learn to save
Tips to earn you straight A’s in shopping

RETAIL STORES employ various come-
ons this time of year, drasti-
cally reducing the price of
select items such as note-
books andmechanical pen-

cils, to lure you in the door.
The thing is, these can ac-
tually be great deals.

Those looking to
save should not
limit themselves
to purchasing
everything
online, says
shoppingweb-
site Dealnews.
com.

“When it
comes to ba-
sic supplies,
shopping
in-storewill

probably be your
best bet,” thewebsite says.
Last year brought specials

such as backpacks for a penny
fromOfficeMax.
Still, you should go online in

search of storewide sales, cou-
pons and rebate offers.

You can follow your kids’
favorite brands and stores on
Facebook and Twitter so that
you getwordwhen those jeans
or other got-to-have items see
price reductions.

Fran Golden

Stores can be
your best bet
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IT’S NO SECRET college
is expensive — and that one
of the biggest reasons is
textbooks.

The average student
spends as much as $1,200
each year on books and
supplies — with some
books costing as much as
$300 alone, according to
the U.S. Public Interest Re-
search Group.

This expense has be-
come so great that 65% of
students opt against buying
a textbook even if it means
placing their grades in
jeopardy, the report found.

There’s no reason to risk
your GPA to save your bud-
get. Before you head to the
campus bookstore, con-
sider these ways to save on
textbooks.

lBuy used.
Publishing new editions

of textbooks every four
years or so works to de-
value used textbooks,
as students fear
buying anything
but the new-
est editions.
T h o u g h
used text-
books in the
current edi-
tion go for
50% to 60%
off, the older
edition can save
you even more.

Most updates are mini-
mal but speak with your
professor before buying.
Then, check out Half.com,
Textbooks.com and eCam-
pus.com for used book
options.

lRent.
Many students

look for wa rd
to selling their
books at the end
of the semester,
but the payout is
paltry compared
to what was
paid for the
original book.

To avoid
this predica-
me nt , r e n t
t e x t b o o k s
through sites
like Chegg and
CampusBook-
R e n t a l s . c o m
and save

more than 80%.
If you go this route, be

sure to keep the book in
pristine condition so you’re
not charged any fees when
you return it.

lUse a coupon.
Whether you’re rent-

ing or buying a new text-
book, don’t forget to look
for printable coupons and
online coupon codes for
savings.

Sites like CouponSher-
pa.com offer 10% off at
book-selling site Half Price
Books, while FreeShip-
ping.org has codes for free
delivery from Textbooks.
com.

lDownload some text.
Since most classes often

don’t require students to
read every page of a text-
book, you can get away
with downloading only the
necessary portion from

such textbook sites
as CourseSmart.

com and Open
Courseware
from MIT.

You can
also scour
the Project
Gutenberg
site to find

hundreds of
f ree-domain

books for use on
e-readers.

lAvoid bundles.
Bundling high-margin

mult imedia CD-ROMs
with texts tends to push
up the price of new books.
However, federal regula-
tions have restricted this
practice so you have the

option of buying
what you need and
nothing more.

Check with
your professor
before you buy
the whole bundle
since buying the
textbook alone is

typically cheaper.
Andrea Woroch
Woroch is a

consumer and
money-saving ex-

pert. For more
tips, go to
andreaworoch.

com.

A ‘text’ message on
getting book deals
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